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The Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
Introduction 
Two atomic bombs dropped in Hiroshima and Nagasaki by the American military ended the Second World War. The dropped bombs alone led to over 100,000 civilians' death, and more suffered the effects of radiation. The exact number of people who died during the bombing is still unknown because the cities were almost wiped off. Controversy on whether the bombing was morally correct or wrong is still ongoing, half a century later. Many have argued that the bombs were unavoidable if the war was to come to an end. Both sides of the debate have put forward options on what would have been the best course of action, but people would still have died had the U.S. used ground troops. Scientists opposed to the bombing have argued that it led to the cold war. The use of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, although evil, is morally correct because it helped prevent a greater evil. 
What happened?
On August 6, 1945, America dropped the first atomic bomb ever deployed in history on Hiroshima. This bomb killed approximately 80,000 people, with tens of thousands dying later from radiation exposure. After three days, another B-29 dropped the second atomic bomb on Nagasaki, whose terrain led to the death of 40, 000 people (Harbour, 2019). Japan surrendered on August 15, describing nuclear weapons as "a new and most cruel bomb (Harbour, 2019)." The circumstances leading to these occurrences in a way justify the use of the atomic bombs, yet historians and philosophers still wonder if the use of these bombs could have been prevented. 
The deployment of "Little Boy" and "Fat Man" was possible because of activities that took place way before the bombing. The Manhattan Project, which led to the creation of the bombs, kicked off the whole atomic bomb issue. A group of American scientists who were refugees from European fascist regimes started getting worried about nuclear weapons research that was taking place in Nazi Germany. In 1940, they received funding from the U.S. government to start atomic bomb research. The research and creation of nuclear bombs took several years, mainly because nuclear fission materials took a while to produce. After America entered into the war, research into atomic weapons was accelerated (Harbour, 2019). More resources and facilities were provided by the government as requested by the scientists working on the weapons. Miller (2018) asserts that when uranium -235 and plutonium were ready, they were sent to New Mexico to be converted into a workable atomic bomb. On July 16, 1945, the Manhattan project held the first effective test of a plutonic bomb at a New Mexico site. 
Japan's leadership at the time contributed, in a way, to the deployment of the bombs. By the time the Manhattan project was proving to be successful, Germany had already been defeated by allied powers. However, Japan vowed to fight to the bitter end, although it was clear that Japan had low chances of winning. In April 1945, after President Truman took office, Japanese forces continued to inflict Allied casualties. It was being faced with defeat had made Japan even more determined to cause more harm. In late July, the Allied powers tried to coarse Japan to surrender. The militarist government rejected the demand and continued with destruction. 
Allied forces put forth the Potsdam Declaration, which threatened Japan with prompt and utter destruction if they did not surrender. Although Truman did not explain the meaning of complete and utter destruction, japan assumed it was the normal threats governments issue during the war. General Douglas MacArthur and the other commander supported the idea of bombing Japan before Japan did more damage on the U.S. soil. Miller (2018) explains that the U.S had another option, which was codenamed "Operation Downfall," that would see 1 -4 million U.S. lives lost. It involved attacking Japan using ground soldiers. To avoid the high casualty rate, Truman decided to follow the advice the military generals gave and empowered the Manhattan project. His main aim was to bring the war to a quick end. Some of Truman's colleagues like James Byrnes, who was secretary of state, argued that an atomic bomb would end the war and put the U.S. in a dominant position after the war. 
 The interim committee decided to drop one bomb, and a location was chosen. Hiroshima was a manufacturing town that housed around 350, 000 people. It is located 500 miles from Tokyo. On August 6, 1945, the world understood the meaning of utter destruction. Colonel Paul Tibbets, the pilot to Enola Gay, carried the 9000-pound uranium -235 bomb called "Little Boy" and dropped by parachute. The uranium gun-type bomb exploded with over thirteen kilotons force, destroying 5 square miles of the city. 237, 000 people were estimated to have died from the bomb's effects, from radiation to cancer and burns. Eyewitnesses described the account as devastating, awful, terrible, and shocking. Pilot Paul Tibbets described the taste of atomic fission as lead. Hiroshima disappeared within seconds, and there remained a desert of acres of scattered bricks and roof tiles. 
The discussion to use a second bomb took place on August 7. The U.S. decided to drop bombs on Japan until Japan surrendered unconditionally. The target for the second bomb was Kokura, a city that had many munitions plants. The use of "Fat Man" was to show Japan that the U.S. had an unlimited supply of atomic bombs to use on Japan until Japan surrendered (Miller, 2018). On August 9, the B-29 plane piloted by Charles Sweeney and copilots Fred Olivi and Charles Donald took off from Tinian headed towards Kokura (Samet & Niwa, 2020). The aircraft arrived in Kokura seven hours later and found drifting clouds of smoke that obscured the target from view. They were unable to drop the bomb, and a Japanese aircraft was getting close. The crew was running low on fuel, so the weaponeer, Fredrick Ashworth, proposed a different location. At 10:58, Fat Man was dropped. Fat Man exploded 43 seconds later, with a force of 21 kilotons of TNT (Samet & Niwa, 2020). Failure to release the bomb at the exact target led the bomb to destroy half of the city; the other half was shielded by Urakami valley. Over 40, 000 people were killed, most having fled the city. 
The aftermath of the Second World War was death, destruction, fear of atomic bombs and the Cold War. The Second World War was the deadliest international conflict, leading to the death of around 80 million people, including 6 million Jews who died in concentration camps in Poland (Samet & Niwa, 2020). For the two atomic bombings, by the end of 1945, over 140, 000 people had been killed in Hiroshima and 74,000 in Nagasaki. Many survivors would die in the following years from Leukemia, cancer, and the radiation's side effects (Miller, 2018). Deaths were really high in Hiroshima and Nagasaki because the extent of the damage made it impossible. Most victims died because of a lack of care.  Those who ventured into the affected cities to provide help died from radiation. Although Little Boy and Fat Man took 10 seconds to reach maximum size, the effects of these explosions lasted for decades and still affect generations of the affected parents. 
Some historians have argued that the bombing happened for political reasons, namely to intimidate the Soviet Union. What is clear, though, is that the bombing led to the onset of the Cold War. After the bombing, Stalin saw U.S. possession of atomic weapons as a threat to the Soviet Union and started leveling the playing ground through armament. The containment policy and Truman's doctrine did not stop Soviet and communist expansion. If the U.S used the bombs to discourage and frighten the USSR against use of nuclear weapons, the bombs had the negative effects because the USSR started armament battle with America immediately after the Second World War (Samet & Niwa, 2020). Japan and the other defeated countries were busy rebuilding new economies. The U.S. and USSR would continue battling over who had the most powerful weapons of mass destruction and who has the best deployment means. 
The bombing was morally justified.
The just war theory can be utilized to explain how justifiable the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is. Just war theory argued that to be morally legitimate, the actions taken must be reasonable and meaningful in alleviating the human cost of the effort and in defending those who are most deserving of protection. The U.S. always intended to deploy bombs on Japan's industrial towns to cripple Japan's imperial war effort. Intricate weather patterns in Japan led the U.S. to switch dropping of the bombs. Just like it happens in any war, the U.S. military wanted to break the will of Japanese soldiers and government by inflicting pure pain and suffering. The bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki was justified because it hastened the end of the war against an opponent who had attacked first and gave no indication of slowing down even when it was clear that he was going to lose (Miller, 2018). Although the bombing was violent and horrendous, these two countries were involved in a war, just like all the other countries, and most wars have heavy casualties. 
This war is morally justified because of Japan's behavior from the start of the Second World War to the end.  Japan attacked Pearl Harbor when the U.S. had avoided the Second World War, thus inciting a country that had avoided the whole war. War in the pacific could not end without one country surrendering. Japan's past conduct, which began with China's war, showed how barbarous the whole army was. Japan's genocidal campaign in China led to the deaths of over 20 million people. Japan also murdered over 35 percent of war criminals, civilians, and soldiers held in war camps. By December 1941, it was clear that Japan presented every indication that it would not abide by meaningful rules that limit conflict. Prisoners of war in Japan were not accorded respect or proper conduct, which infuriated the Allied powers. Japan could not be reckoned with because its military government was not ready to accept defeat. The only way the U.S. could prevent further damage was through a massive power. 
The decision to bomb Japan was reasonable because it had a meaningful contribution to the war and led to the war's legitimate end. The Japanese military, including the emperor, confessed that the two bombs made them surrender and that they would have proceeded had the U.S. chose not to deploy the bombs. As for the Allied powers that chose to bomb the two cities, their decision was supportive of their cause to end the war because it would degrade Japan's war-making ability (Miller, 2018). It was not the responsibility of the Allied powers to save Japanese cities. This was a time of war when Germany had already surrendered, yet the Japanese military government was still fighting to the bitter end. 
Japan was presented with choices so many times, yet they failed to make the right one. For instance, when Japan was given the Potsdam declaration, they were supposed to sign it if they wanted peace. This was not a time to engage in pissing contests and egos because people's lives were on the line. Secondly, Japan was given a choice after the bombing of Hiroshima. Many people had lost their lives, and many more would lose their lives if the bombing continued, yet Japanese leaders held on to the war (Miller, 2018). For Churchill and Truman, who wanted to end the war soon and prevent more deaths, Japan did not respond like it was ready to end the bloody war. 
Blaming the Allied forces for using atomic bombs to hurt Japanese cities seems unfair. Also, President Truman gave out the Potsdam Declaration, offering the military government an option if they did not want to see utter destruction. Japan was given a chance to surrender, yet the government chose the violent way out. It appears the leadership would not have surrendered unless something really destructive was done. Some historians have suggested that Japan only surrendered because the Soviet Union declared war against Japan and had atomic bombs. One has to wonder if Emperor Hirohito really cared about his people. 
Summary of the opponent's views
Many arguments have been put forward to support the notion that it was morally wrong for America to use atomic bombs on japan. One opponent who expressed his views is Dr. Tsuyoshi Hasegawa, born in Japan, educated in japan but did his doctorate and worked in the U.S. According to Dr. Hasegawa, President Truman was in a dilemma to define what unconditional surrender meant during the ending of the war. Some very influential people like the secretary of the navy, secretary of state, and secretary of war thought it was necessary to define unconditional surrender. They insisted on punishing the emperor because Japan had vowed to fight to the very end. In developing this argument, Hasegawa (2009) proves that the U.S. and the other Allied powers had other options and rejected them because of political considerations. Hasegawa (2009) is convinced that a meeting held in January 1945 with Stalin gave the option of the Soviet Union entering the war. Since American politicians did not want to increase Russian influence in Asia, they decided to fight on their own, which brought about the single option of using atomic bombs. 
The impact of the Soviet Union is also seen as a significant occurrence that could have changed the course of the war. The Soviet Union and Japan had signed a pact that prevented either country from entering the war before notifying each other, a year prior to entering. In April 1945, Japan received a notification from the Soviet Union that it intended to enter the war (Samet & Niwa, 2020). They would keep the neutrality pact until 1946, though, before joining the U.S. Japan came to learn later that Stalin was lying. However, the emperor tried to surrender through the Soviet Union, by giving some territories to Russia. This could be the reason as to why Japan delayed in surrendering after the first bombing. Both Russia and the U.S. wanted to show their force through the atomic bombs that they were creating. If this was the true motivation for releasing the bombs, it was morally wrong and downright evil. 
Personal views
I find it extremely hard to determine if the use of Atomic bombs was justified or not justified because many people lost their lives due to the bombs and the radiation. However, I have read about just war and the norms that should be followed. Based on my understanding of these, I will content that the bombings were justified. The innocent people who died shouldn't have died, but it was a war, and people die during wars. If Truman's primary motivation were to end the war faster and stop the merciless killings, he would be morally correct to allow the bombings to occur. If his primary motivation was to please the influential people in the government and inflict fear in the USSR, he did wrong by using innocent lives to send a message. The role the Soviet Union played in deciding to end the neutrality pact they had signed with Japan plays a key role here. 
Using utilitarianism, it's easy to show how justified using the bombs would be. Firstly, Japan has displayed very violent behavior in the past. War criminals were tortured before they were killed, which defied all the set rules of just wars. While fighting the Chinese, Japanese soldiers had raped and mistreated the civilians they encountered. Japan had also vowed to fight to the bitter end, no matter the amount of damage this could have on people. Even after Germany lost, japan kept on fighting, yet it was clear that defeat was inevitable. This behavior suggests that Japan was not ready to surrender or sit for peace talks to prevent the massive lives that would be lost if the war progressed. Therefore, the only way the war could be brought to an end was to use the atomic bombs.
In their memoirs about the war, both Winston Churchill and Truman maintained that the bombs were used because that was the only available option. Projections done by the American army had shown that over 1.7 to 4 million American soldiers would die if America succeeded in carrying out "Operation Downfall." To prevent this massive loss of American lives, the U.S. chose to use another method of invasion. It is not the responsibility of the Allied powers to help the Japanese save their country. Japan was also offered terms of surrendering, which were friendlier than the bombing of two major cities. The U.S. and allied powers did what was good for their country while the Japanese emperor and rulers held on to a war they knew they had already lost. If America was supposed to worry about Japanese soldiers and civilians' casualties, the administration is Japan was expected to care more because they had the responsibility to care. 
In summation, Japan and the U.S. were both in ethical and moral dilemmas. Some historians have argued that Japan failed to surrender because it hoped for the Soviet Union to negotiate for better terms of surrender in exchange for territories. Japan's leadership and intelligence should not have ignored the threat by Truman to show japan utter and complete destruction. Truman was right to deploy the bombs because he was preventing the deaths of American soldiers. If Truman had other options that he ignored for political reasons, he was morally wrong.
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